
Greetings,  

Welcome to all our new freshmen and transfer students into the 

Department of Animal Science.  In addition, welcome to our 

newest faculty member, Dr. Amy Safran (see page 2).  

With Halloween approaching it means four things; we are 

halfway through the fall semester, Little ñIò results are in, the 

Drill Team Fun Horse Show took place on October 26, and 

registration for 2013 spring semester has begun!  The 83rd Little 

ñIò took place on Saturday, October 27 in the Horsebarn Hill 

Arena and luckily there was no big snowstorm this year; luckily Sandy waited until Little I was 

over!  This yearôs event was dedicated to Dr. Daniel Fletcher, our former Department Head 

who passed away this summer after a long bout with cancer.  Thanks for supporting our Intro 

Animal Science Students and the Block and Bridle Club at the Little International Livestock 

and Horse Show this past weekend!    

Make sure that you meet with your academic advisor before your scheduled pick time for 

classes.  If you are unsure of whom your advisor is contact the ANSC Main Office (860-486-

2413) for assistance.  For students graduating this December, make sure that your Plan of 

Study is submitted to the degree auditor.  In addition, senior exit interviews will begin in 

November, so if you are graduating in December and would like to make an appointment to 

talk to me, contact the ANSC Main Office.  This is your opportunity to discuss your experience 

in the Department of Animal Science and the University of Connecticut.   

Congratulations to Caitlin Tufts, ANSC major, for being named the 2012 Polo Training 

Foundation Womenôs Intercollegiate Player of the Year Award Interscholastic.  

Congratulations to Lisa Dauten and Maria Hoffman for being named the undergraduate and 

graduate awardees of the CT Trustees of the Eastern States Exposition Scholarship, 

respectively.  Kudos to the Prevet Club for a successful October Canine Cancer Walk on 

Horsebarn Hill. 

Make sure that you visit us on Facebook! 

     - Dr. Zinn, Professor and Department Head  

Departmenta l  news  
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This yearõs College of Agriculture and Natural Resources Career Night will be held Wednesday, 
November 7, from 5:30 pm -7:30 pm in the Wilbur Cross North and South Reading rooms.                                                        

The purpose of Career Night is to bring together current UConn students and alumni/career 
representatives to discuss career options related to agriculture, health and the environment.  

More information is available at www.myagnr.uconn.edu/CareerNight.php. 

C A N R  C a r e e r  n i g h t !  

W ELC OM E n ew  g r a duate  s tu de n ts !  

*  Ms. Genevieve Flock & Ms. Meera Surendran NairñDr. Venkitanarayananõs M.S. students 

*  Ms. Devi JaganathanñDr. Govoniõs Ph.D. student        *  Ms. Elisabeth LeahyñDr. Reedõs M.S. student 

*  Mr. Sambhu Muraleedharan Pillai Geetha KumaryñDr. Whiteõs M.S. student 

http://www.myagnr.uconn.edu/CareerNight.php


Dr. Amy Safran joined UConnõs 
Department of Animal Science as 
Lecturer in August 2012.  She received a 
Bachelors in Animal Science from 
UConn in ô94.  She then received her 
M.S. in ANSC from the University of 
Missouri in ô96 as well as earned her 
Ph.D. in ô00.  Prior to starting at UConn 
she served as an Adjunct Faculty 
member at William Woods University, 

Keene State College, and Middlesex 
Community College.  Beginning in Spring 2013, Dr. Safran will teach the 
required nutrition course for 4-year and 2-year students, the 2-year skills 
course, and co-teach the advanced nutrition course with Dr. Sheila Andrew.  

New facu lt y  member  

 

Connecticut Governor Dannel P. 

Malloy visited the UConn Dairy Bar, 

Creamery Plant, and the Kellogg 

Dairy Center as part of his state 

tourism and economic development 

campaign.  On August 16th 

Governor Malloy met with Dean 

Weidemann, College of Agriculture 

and Natural Resources, Dr. Steven 

Zinn, Department of Animal Science 

Head, and Mary Margaret Cole, 

Executive Director Livestock 

Units.  The Governor ate ice cream, 

received a tour of the Creamery 

Plant, and was shown the KDCõs 

milking parlor.   

Pictured below (L-R):                 

Governor Malloy,                                   

CANR Dean Weidemann,                           

and ANSC Department Head Dr. Zinn   

C T  G ov e r n o r  Da n n e l  P.  

Malloyõs visit 

 

 

 

 

 

The Department of Animal Science 

has begun the process to establish a 

scholarship in memory and 

recognition of the late Dr. Daniel 

Fletcherõs service to the 

Department and University as 

Department Head.  This 

scholarship will recognize 

upperclassmen academic 

achievements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A student scholarship has been 

established in memory of Randy 

Knight, UConn Livestock 

Manager, who passed away 

suddenly last fall.   

Donations can be made payable to:                                  

UConn Foundation/                                            

Randy Knight Memorial Fund                                

UConn Foundation                                        

2390 Alumni Drive Unit 3206                   

Storrs, CT 06269-3206 

 

Dr. Daniel Fletcher  

Memorial scholarship  

Page 2                                                   Fall 2012 ƍ University of Connecticut ñ Animal Science Department ƍ www.animalscience.uconn.edu  

Randy M. knight  

memorial scholarship  



The UConn Morgan Show Team 

attended the CT Morgan Horse 

Show, June 7-10th at Eastern States 

Expo.  UC Domination (shown by 

Brynne Cummings) won the Amateur 

Road Hack and came in 3rd in 

Championship.  Pictured below is 

UC Doc Sanchez (shown by Kayleigh 

Meyer) who came in 2nd in the 

Novice Rider Class and won the 

Championship! 

To find out more about                           

the rest of their season, visit                                

www.animalscience.uconn.edu/equine/

UConnMorganHorseShowTeam.php 

The Pre-Vet Club 
organized and held their 

first ever Canine 
Cancer Walk on 

Saturday, October 20th. It was a 
phenomenal success! Fifteen dogs 
and their owners made the trip to 
UConn to walk the Horsebarn Hill 
loop, and the club raised $450 by 
the end of the day.  Thank you all 

who participated!  All proceeds are 
being sent to the Sprecher Institute 
of Comparative Cancer Research at 
Cornellõs vet school.  The club has 
decided to make this a yearly event, 

so stay tuned for next year!   

CONGRATS uconn 

Morgan show team!  

If you would like to contribute to a scholarship or to the general ANSC fund, please 

complete the information below or make a donation online at  

 http://www.foundation.uconn.edu/ and click GIVE NOW at top right.   

_____I/ we would like to contribute to the ANSC department.  Please indicate amount: 

              _____ $25       _____ $50       _____ $100       _____ $250       _____ Other 

Name: _______________________________________  Phone: ______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: ______________________________ 

Please make checks payable to the University of Connecticut Foundation, Inc.  On the memo line indicate 

the ANSC Department Fund or name of a particular scholarship. 

For more info., contact Jennifer Simoniello via mail, phone, or e-mail: University of Connecticut, 

Department of Animal Science, 3636 Horsebarn Road Ext., Storrs, CT 06269-4040;                    

(860) 486-2413;  Jennifer.Simoniello@uconn.edu The Foundation is a tax-exempt not-for-profit 

corporation dedicated to UConn.  Donors to the Foundation have the right to request in writing that 

their identity be anonymous. 

A n s c  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y  

w e l c o m e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  

Dr. Venkitanarayananõs Lab 

In July, Dr. Kumar Venkitanarayananõs 

graduate students attended the 2012 IFT 

Annual Meeting & Food Expo to present 

their research.  Abhinav Upadhyay, an 

Animal Science Ph.D. student, won second 

place in the Z. John Ordal (Food 

Microbiology Division): Graduate Student 

Research Paper Oral Competition. 

Dr. Whiteõs Lab 

In June, Dr. Heather White applied 

for and was awarded the Early 

Investigator grant via CANRõs Diet 

and Health Initiative.  This grant 

warrants her lab to utilize the 

Affymetrix GeneAtlas to perform 

microarray analysis.                                        

Pictured at right is Dr. White with 

her Animal Science undergraduate summer intern Molly Viner (middle) and research 

specialist Christine McCann (right). 
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A N S C  L a b o r at o ry  n e w s  

Pre -vet                            

canine cancer 

walk  



Q U A L I T Y  M I L K  A W A R D  
 

For the past 8 years, Mary Margaret Cole 
(Department of Animal Science Livestock Unit 
Executive Program Director) has managed our 
UConn dairy herd to consistently be in the top 3 
for milk quality among dairy herds throughout the 
northeast ð an unbelievable and highly competitive 
accomplishment!  Rep. Joe Courtney had been on 
campus to review the Farm Bill with the College of 
Agricultureõs Dean Weidemann  and wanted to 
congratulate Mary Margaret for achievement with 
the UConn dairy herd.  
 
Congrats to our farm staff and the ANSC Undergraduates who are employed at the UConn Kellogg 
Dairy Center. This high quality milk is what makes UConn ice cream such a high quality product. Start 
with the best and you get the best!  
 

2 0 1 2  A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y  o f  a n i m a l  s c i e n c e /  

A m e r i c a n  d a i r y  s c i e n t i s t  m e e t i n g s  
 

There was a good showing of UConn faculty, 

grad students, undergrads, and even alums this 

summer at the 2012 ASAS/ADSA meetings in 

Phoenix.  The following members of the 

Department of Animal Science presented at 

the meeting: Maria Hoffman, Ph.D. (Dr. 

Govoni) - received ASAS Presidential Poster 

Selection, Melissa Rokosa, M.S. (Dr. Zinn) - 

placed second in oral presentation for the 

Northeast ASAS/ADSA Grad Competition, 

Sarita Neupane, M.S. (Dr. Govoni) -  placed 

third in oral presentation for the Northeast ASAS/ADSA Grad Competition, Molly Viner (Dr. White; 

poster), Nidhish Francis (Dr. Govoni; poster), Dr. Sarah Reed, and Dr. Steven Zinn.   

Departmenta l  awards  

Caitlin Tufts, ANSC major 
and captain of the 2012 
UConn Womenõs Polo 
Team was presented the 
2012 PTF Womenõs 
Intercollegiate Player of 
the Year Award. The Polo 
Training Foundation 
presented the award 
Friday, September 21, 
2012 at The Santa Barbara 
Polo Club in California.     

Player of the Year award winners 
are judged on: Playing ability 
(e.g. horsemanship, mallet skill, 
team work, and comprehension 
of the game); Contribution to the 
sport based on leadership, 
commitment, and assistance to 
new players; and Sportsmanship 
with emphasis on conduct in and 
out of the arena, knowledge of 
the rules and their enforcement, 
and a positive attitude. 

The University of Connecticut, 
Department of 
Animal Science, 
UConn Polo 
Program, and the 
entire community 
congratulate 
Caitlin on her 
outstanding 
achievement and 
service. 

P r e s t i g i o u s  p o l o  awa r d  

This yearôs 

Graduate Student 

Scholarship was 

presented by the 

CT Trustees of the 

Eastern States 

Exposition on CT 

Day, Wednesday, 

September 19th at 

the Big E to            

Ms. Maria 

(Procopio) 

Hoffman, ANSC 

Ph.D. student.  

Congratulations 

Maria! 

Also, for the 

second time in her 

academic career, 

ANSC 

undergraduate     

Ms. Lisa Dauten 

was awarded the  

Eastern States 

Exposition 

Connecticut 

Trustee 

Undergraduate 

Student 

Scholarship.   

Way to go Lisa!! 

More student 

achievements  
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